
DEAF FIND HELP
IN THIS LEAGUE

Organized by the Hard of
Hearing in Many Cities
It Combats the Increasing
Prevalence of Auditor
Defects, Finds Employ¬
ment and Helps Afflicted
to Readjust Their Lives

By DIRK P. DE YOUNG.

r~IIHfnlted States did not enter:

I the League of Nations, but a

league for tlie Hard of Hear¬

ing is' being ratified by nearly every

State of the Union.
The New York city league, founded"

in 1910, is the mother institution in

which the idea of a national union

with its State and city organizations
was conceived. Consequently, there
are now many of such societies in the
various cities of the country and there
is also a strong national association
of them all.
The alarming rate at which deaf¬

ness is spreading in America, with its

wastage of human energy and its ill
effects upon those who are unfortu¬

nately handicapped by it, has brought
thoughtful people together in the hope
that through cooperation ways and
means may be found to halt its
growth and make lire more bearable
for those who have it. Miss Annetta

W. Peck, executive secretary of the
New York league, at 126 East Fifty-
ninth street, comments as follows on

the work of the institution:
"Social work for the deafened, as

developed in the New York league,
Carrie# on its work at present under
four departments. educational, em-
ployn ent, welfare and industrial.the
last named consisting as yet of the
handwork shop alone, although a wider
field of usefulness awaits its future.
"The educational departmu^ re-

ceives and examines applicants tor;
scholarships in hp reading, conducts
two active cultural uhrbH for Upj
readers, which are attended by 175
persons or more monthly. It cooperates
with the city school system and with
public lectures, and. like other de-1
partments, stands ready to meet any
demand, no matter how novel.

Finds Occupations Suited
To the Hard oi Hearing

"The employment department con-
duc ts a bureau for placement and vo-
rational guidance, gathers rtatistics:
of thetnrarious types of deafness -ami)
the treatment of Individual applicants,
makes surveys of occupations suited
to the deafened, &c. its applicants
cover all kinds of occupations, from
college teaching to unskilled labor;
they apply in person or by letter fioin
all parts of the Union, and these Hat¬
ter are placed in their home locations.
Most of them are people whose hear¬
ing has become impaired after years
In a chosen vocation. They vaiy in
degree of deafness front slightly hard
of hearing to those who cannot hear
at all, but in every ease herring was

normal in infancy and childnoocl audi
often until middle age. We do not'
place those horn deaf, as theirs is a

different problem, requiring separate
treatment.
"The welfare department conducts

clubs for young people, for older men,
and fur older women, averaging a

monthly attendance of several hun-
dred. It visits the sick and distressed,'
gives relief, provides clothing, In¬
vestigates hearing devices and, in a

word, comes near to the hearts and
lives of our people for the increase of
their happiness and the general bet¬
terment of their conditions.

"Deafness, no matter if the world
finds it a petty affair, a Joke or an
annoyance, is truly a grief to him who
has it. As in the cuse of any other
physical handicap, deafened people
must adjust themselves to deafness,
end this reconstruction work must be
comprehensive if the mail or woman
is to hold a place among independent
citizens. Every person who acquires
deafness in adolescent or adult life
needs some degree of reconstruction.
Many must either change their oc¬

cupation or become charges on their
friends or their community; all must
readjuss- their views of life and make
tlie effort, no matter how difficult it
may be. to keep mentally and spirit¬
ually normal.

Many of the Well-to-Do
Neglect Failing Hearing

"An endless army of istrtially deaf¬
ened passes through the ear elinics;
yet in this comparatively enlightened
day an enormous number never re¬

ceive the doctor's ministrations, and
neglect their ear diseases until they
become incurable. In practically every
one of these instances, us well as In
tlie cases of well to do private pa¬
tients. deafness blights the life. The
effect, whether economic or spiritual,
or both, varies according to the in¬
dividual and often assumes the pro¬
portions of a tragedy. The down and
outs may be from the Bowery ot4 from
I'ark avenue, but in wretchedness they
are one. t

"In this blighted state, the deafened
person out of a Job reads an incon¬
spicuous advertisement in the want
column of his newspaper: 'Jobs for
the hard of hearing. Apply aV the free
employment bureau of the New York
f.eagtte for the Hard of Hearing.' An¬
other may read that the city Is con¬

ducting a free class In Hp reading at
the league's room; still another
chances upon a letter to the editor
telling about one of the league's rec¬

reation clubs and the good times en-

Joyed in it. At all eventejhone is horn
- a tiny hope that pierces nopolesa-
ness; and that hope will draw until
some tttnfc-~'t »nsy not be for months
league's office. Honietlmes It takes
more than wne attempt to get aa far

o« the elevator and through the door¬
way.
"In every instance, except those few

Who expect deafness to be miraculously
healed or exorcised, the man or woman

gets what he or she came for, and gets
it abundantly. It is not too much to
say that he gets much more; f®r in
that moment when he opens his heart
and his life to receive what he surely
needs, his reconstruction begins. He
is in contact witty the eternal force,
and under its pressure he turns at once
to the rebuilding of his life. He be¬
comes a self-supporting, contented,
hopeful, happy man; unconsciously he
then proceeds tp build another story
on his tower.the pinnacle of service.
"With the majority of our friends

the work of reconstruction has in¬
cluded more or less character building.
In other words, they should have made
contact witty the external force sooner,
for in this way a gentle readjustment
can take place, in which the individual
is spared the despondency artel the
self-distrust that paralyze the spirits
of the deafened.

Reaching a Rebuilt Life
By Four Different Roads

"Let us compkre the cxperienco of
four types, each of whom became par¬
tially defeaned in youth and each of
whom has arrived at a rebuilt life by
a different way. Two were reached
early, but two endured many things
before they found their full expression
and their true place in life. The oldest
of these had been for several yours in
the clutches of an incurable ear die-
ease before that disease was even de¬
scribed; she suffered every form of
deprivation and indignity known to
the deafened, including the miseries
resulting from stupid vocational direc¬
tion. Years passed, and already par¬
tially reconstructed she came into
touch with lip reading. Her instructor
pushed forwurd her development.
Through him she finally reached eco¬
nomic independence and spiritual sat¬
isfaction.
"The second example* was much

younger when she met with lip read¬
ing, although she too has a history of
miseries indignantly endured. Trained
for professional .work which as a deaf¬
ened person she could not do, she be¬
came a teacher of lip reading, and
through this readjustment a recon¬
structed woman. Yet with all the posi-
sibilltles of this work her unusual
ability demanded a wider field, which
she has found in an opportunity to
utilize that portion of her former train¬
ing whose exercise she craved.
"The two others of this group stepped

across the line of reconstruction almost
unconsciously, and they will never bear
the scars of the world's ignorance and
vulgarity. One came into her work
during her senior year in college,
through the vocational direction of the
league. She went out into the hearing
world to ii|l with sucoesa a responsible
position.

Should Ee Taught Early
In Incipient Deafness

"These young people have never ex¬
perienced the unhappiness undergone
by the two caj«H first cited. and their
good fortune should not be the excep¬
tion but the rule. Indeed, it should be
the duty of the teacher and the otolo¬
gist to see that boys and girls whose
hearing is even slightly impaired
should .be instructed in Up reading
while their minds are plastic, and then
trained for occupations in which a pos¬
sible increase of deafness will present
no barrier to success.

"Difficult, indeed, are the cases
whose handicap is not deafness, but
low morals. The individual is shift-
lt>ss, luy, a dependent on organised
charities, with all his housp; or per¬
haps he is out and out crooked.
"Again th< re are the pitiful aged,

who will not recognize that their han¬
dicap is their years, not their lack of
hearing, and who refuse all efforts to
place them in comfortable institutional
homes. We have also an occasional
backslider, who, having received all,
deliberately settles down to self-satis¬
fied deterioration. Lastly, we have the
rare cases of persons determined to
have their hearing back.the irrecon-
fltlablea.

"It may be asked whether there are
any drufened people who cannot be
brought into contact with the benefi¬
cent impulses toward rehabilitation.
It can be answered positively, not
among working people or fuirly edu¬
cated people. They respond In an

open hearted, sensible way, realising
the existence of a fraternal spirit
among the deafened. The highly edu¬
cated and cultivated for the must part
share this spirit of brotherhood, but
It is among them only thai there ex¬
ist few Individuals who, knowing fully
what riches are within their grasp,
refuse them.

<
Those tvilj not study

lip reading, even though they see its
marvels before their eyes and they
will not make #lifc easier for their
friends by using a hearing device. The
reason doubtless lies deeply hidden in
the psychology of acquire* deafness.
However, the social worker has merely
to look about the world und note its
recent sociological progress to be As¬

sured that the solution of this prob-
lam is the simple matter of finding a

way. Perhaps the way lies In the di¬
rection of prevention, of work lend-
ing to'the elimination of deafness."
Miss Peck herself is almost totally

deaf, although born wtth normal ears.
She was a member of the first board
of th' New York league, its presi¬
dent 1912-1913. resigning in the latter
'year to act a* executive secretary,
which position she still fills, besides
an active part which she plays in the
national association and her advisory
work In 'he various city leagues all

ENJOYING LIFE, ALTHOUGH HARD OF HEARING.A DANCE IV fAe ASSEMBLY
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o\cr the I'njted States. Despitq, her
great handicap, she remains cheer¬
ful, she is remarkably capable and
possesses a very penetrating: mind.

Helping the Deafened
To Live in Comfort

Thus these organizations almost re¬

build the lives of t}eaf people. Their
members study and practice the art of
lip reading; they procure employ¬
ment ; they leurn how to make good
use of hearing devices; they attack
the non-social tendencies of the deaf¬
ened toward isol&tlon and ultimate
demoralization by conducting every
sort of activity possible which can re¬
store a normal mental and spiritual
attitude. These activities include par-
tics of every description, cards, games,
dances, outings; educative groups to
supply in a special way ,what the
deafened cannot get in a general way;
among the latter are lectures, Bible
classes, crafts, instruction, story tell¬
ing, classes in social dadoing and dra¬
matics, while the New I-ork league
has a small but earnest brass bund.

Authorities estimate that 20 pfcr
cent, of the population has defective

f-
pig people within three centuries un¬

less measures of .prevention are un¬

dertaken promptly. Thirty-seven per
cent, of those who acquire deafness
in middle age are required to change
occupations or boromo dependent upon
others for support. The work that
these people are doing.a pioneer work
.is therefore of great importance not
only to those who are already afflicted
but also to those who may become so

later, and more important still.in the
bigness of their pearts.they are work¬
ing with might and main to prevent
deafness among children, whero 90

per cent, of the present cases of dull
hearing has its origin and could have
been prevented with proper care.
These lei^gues are so comprehensive

in their scope that people of normal
hearing should join in with the work.
Furthermore, a most singular thing

ANNETTA W. PECK, EXECUTIVE for such organizations, the institution
SECRETARY NEW YORK LEAGUE is supported only by deafened people

fob Me HARD of HEARING, themselves, and they arc the only
large body of defectives who have un¬

dertaken their own work of recon¬

struction and social betterment. More¬
over. these are not charitable
cieties; except, perhaps, what tlioy do
for heating people who are uncon¬

cerned about the cases of prospective
deafness in their own ranks.

hearing in one or more of the two
cars. Above the age of thirty-five tills
percentage is much greater. The per¬
centage of those deafened grows stead¬
ily from year to year at a rate that
will make us a nation of hard of hear-

FUNERAL A GREAT EYENT
AT HOME FOR INCURABLES

Services for Mrs.
Mulkey Attended

All the In-by
mate s XW hose

w
" '

Wheeled Chairs
Could Be Got Into
the Little Chapel

i
By WILLIS STEELL.

MKS Mf'hiKBY died in the night,'
but made no fuss about it.
Nevertheless nearly every

one of her more than 400 fellow In-
mates of the Home for Incurables
knew before breakfast that a funeral
was in prospect. They knew, too, that,
as sometimes happened to their dls-
gust, it would not lie held outside in

some undertaker's establishment, but

in the little Kpist opal chapel attached
to the institution, which was entered
by means of double ddora front the sun

parlor.
This third great event in the life of

humanity is thrice an eecasjpn here

where the other two which altare
man's interest in the world are ban¬
ished. As I knew the lion of the dead

woman, an inmate also, who had been

an actor of some prominence before
locomotor ataxia made him unfit for
the stage or any other pursuit, I went

to the funeral.
Although It was not by any means

my first visit to the Home the original
feelings of depression,' even onhappi-
ness. winch had been somcwtiat blunted
by custom, returned, Quickened by the
occasion. I saw too with clearer eyes
what the place was like. In my Judg¬
ment it lacks a great many things thdt
one would care to see, but this should
not imply absence of comfort for the
ininateH. What one chiefly misses is
beauty, but that is not ao easily ob¬
tainable.

Yes, the ruined tobacco mill that just
hangs together on the edge of the
Ih-otix brook in a glade of the Zoologl-4
eal Park, which seems to be trying to
look like a nook near Lake George, is
a more pietiires<|tie symbol of sn old
New York family.the Lorlllnrd.than
their ancient manor house which is
now a part of the Home for Incurables.
I'gly but roomy additions have almost
obscured the old dwelling and the en-
tiro edifice as it now stands is an

apotheosis of the commonplace. The
very situation of tire Home, in a trian-
gular plot with elevated trains run¬
ning past tho front at It at 183d streot
and Third avenue is sordidly urban,
hut there are trees and grass on the
plot and the Inmates of the Home like
the neighborhood, noise and all, and
would be unhappy In a Thebald.
As the hour had not been definitely

iet hut had l»een left do suit the con-
enlenee of tho chaplain there was

nothing to do but to while away tho
time about the shaded grounds and in
making the ncquuintanco of some of
the'individual members of this strange
wheel chair population. Thus the
writer learned the name and history

'of an agile but ancient little creature
bedecked lA second hand finery which
she made no secret waa the gift of an
actress In whose company she had
one* played on the stags ant] through

her he was l».rod»c.d toMM .w«e-
.v, a cold V.»". I
,oU.ly clcac and With a^ruto'.y .lrei.e.1, who InlormoJ h.m that,'..hi to the name she led the-
leclital set and that from the walal 1
down "she was marble.''

Frupi the pair was planned some

(acts about the dead womah and her
surviving Kon'

.."There was really nothing incurs c
about Mrs. Mulkey," said Kitty Gray,
-but when her son who had a stroke
right on the stage was brought here
she sold the little house she lived in
somewhere up State and got admitted
?n the Peabody Home for Women, "iou
can see the roof of their building from
bere She was near her boy, yousee.
and could come here every visitors
day. But that didn't satisfy her and
before long she made application here,
raying site had lost her voice and1 itJ
was incurable. The doctors put her
off bv trying every sort of remedy, but
nothing hefped. she W on*
only in whispers, b mally they let ngr
in and here she's been with bet s»
*very day for over a year. It seemed
Uke nothing could separate the two, but
something did."

. I. Mrs. Mulkey was quite the lady,
remarked Miss Thackeray, I. never
exchanged more than a formal S^"- with her but on this she did not2 She wn. . hlcck eyed IU«.
creature, who always appeared to be
active and it. good health. How strange
it is that Mr. Mulkey, who appears so
feeble, should he left to .ourn!Miss Thackeray had spoken dellber
fttelv hut at this instant she became
agitated and In a shrill voice exclaimed
to the man who stood l>ehind her ohnii.
"Kor mercy's sake, wheel me away

quick as you can. Here comes tt*at
awful woman!"
That "awful" woman, wheeling a

chair which contained an Invalid, bore
down skillfully upon the aB*
Interlocked their chair wheels before
they could escape. She showed a tall,
masculine figure, straight and slab-
ligtt under a tight fitting gray -weater
and on her head a black atr** «Ul«r
hat was pinned at« craay angle. The
patient whom she wheeled ahoUtluy
rather than sat In his chair like a
pillow, with useless, dangling feet and
hands. H« l'***"1 up |nthe woman's face as the chair came to
a violent stop.

-.i-a"There, there, never you mind.
Charley hoy," said the woman. "Kate's
only goln: to stop just a minnlt These
women's on tenter hooks now. fer they
don't like you. an' they don t like Kate

y.»d Oh. K.,.. h«rt bh
way you two madams gossip and tell
lies about Charley hoy nn* me . . .bit all 1 want to know Is If you too
rxpdct to git inta the funeral.'

"1 m surs it will he difficult, said
Kittv Gray sweetly, 'the chapel it
unite too Kinall to contain everybody.
1 suppose you won't try. Kate.
"Want I?" demanded the grenadier.

"Charley hoy an' me All he there, sure
thing, nn- up to the front, wunt we,
fhnrlcv hoy?
-John Will you plcnse extricate my

chair at once!" commanded the ex¬
asperated Miss Thackeray.
Kate drew her wheels back and the

Knglishwoman fled.
"Whv do yon wlflh to ko to th

neral. Kate?" asked Miss Gray, 'you
didn't know Mrs. Mulkey
"We've got our reasons, said Kate,

shaking her head wisely. No. T dlflnit
know Miss Mulkey. hut 1 knew how
Hhe fooled the doctors. Said shecM^

The doctors she did, hut she couldn't

f('"Ka't^" cried Miss Gray, shaking

out her flounces, and wheeling herself
ca" vou "" *»

Kate shook her head grimly, ponder¬
ing over the long word, but another

hep1 back. ' hel" paaMf,ngfir Veiled

"What is it, Charley boy? Thirsty»

&*,on* ul1 *.

On the way to a fountain that issued
.t tiny gurgle behind the chapel Kate
passed a group of male inmates satin-

hnu 1I°W 0f.chalrs flont Of the m .in
building who stopped her facetiously

ask if she and her beau Charley
were going to attend the great aftair.

Sure we are. ain't we. Charley boy ".

she replied with so violent a nod that
she almost loosened her sailor from its
moorings.

"There's going to be a big crowd."
said one of the "Joshers." "most as
many as 11.wW to get in to see you
an Wharley married."

hadat*LJ°i'r.d the RenoraI lau«h and
had the last word. "When me an'

ain't bhr *'k married uli outdoor
am t big enough to hold the crowd "

.aid she disappearing around the cor-

IVom the men it was possible to
learn as much as they knew about the
singular pair. Kate had been in the

whTfor'sr^' n0bOd>'

horse Ttil "eeln*d as strong "as a
i lie boy, who was ''to,"1 if u

gro^.d^ ST" had fa0t « he
ground, in a manner of sneakine

ThB rtl^°y Wa: b°rn a whoH <'hfUr-
The relatives who had placed him in
the home had since died and the "boy"
had caused infinite trouble to doctors

KversmTxh^", K*l> adapted

of !, ,» .? 1 ,akon en,irp charge

o(vr to ?hl daylimp' delivering him
over to the nurses in the men's h ,11

It wa'Ja^se"? manif",t 'Stance.

w-hf h
"f ""pamllelad devotion

*her cS?dth® 'H0'"motor ataxia and

ment
r'PP'ed cases Perennial amuse¬

ment.
II.

'-""S before the hour finally set bv

< . w?dP'sn (°r the funeral ««rv

doubu .
",4are in ,ront at the

£2? a Z°JQailln« f,°m ,h* .

ami ^ther I'00"1 Wher6 Vau"«Ville
">"i other amusements are im>e
men y offered ,iy n,,tors |
Pass 'I |' h;"' l" ." rendered im- j
IT;,:: Ui" rti,i,"ichai,«l4rawn u
a« close as possible by the inmateJ
tunityTg^t m "m? \T "rHt °PPt,r!

^otl.rse^.^^S^r^:2s«^ar:tlsf£uonRn<J W,th unconcea,ed sat!s!
*otAbV;dm,Ued...,,,"U'r#rab,e *". W»"

.v. 'Shue hoV{,ring about the rear of
the chafe1." said Mis. Ora^ "1 wen

comlnaT. H "'P °f wator an<1 her

a driiiL
a&a,n anr> again, us If to get

a drink Kate Is smart and she1. g<*
some pl.n In her head.

*

a do«
by the way'" adde(1 "he. "there's

th n ,°r mo^<, of thoae women fren,
"""" "" * b»""h

MuJJey I he
thln*a ,<new Mr"-

Anvwav thev'n Wa" ona of them,

nnr'ui want to come for a fu-
Is as good almost as a plav to

i
n~ .«"

The men were carefidw .», ,

m-

combed, the shoes that f"1
cramped their tortured feetha-T^

j--:::;:::'';;.;<»Mr bo,.. ,h, toumTi^}


